To all the Papua New Guineans Residing in New Zealand

Re: Consular Registration

The High Commission takes this opportunity to thank everyone who has taken the time to air their views about the above.

This notice is intended to address two main points raised by a number of people.

1. THE PURPOSE
Registration of nationals residing in a foreign country by a Diplomatic Mission or a Consular Post accredited to that country is a consular service provided by all countries to their nationals. In PNG’s case, it is an extension of the passport & citizenship service, which is regulated by relevant laws of Papua New Guinea. This service is also consistent with relevant international practices and conventions relating to provision of consular services to one’s nationals in a foreign country.  

It is a service open to those who want to make use of it – The High Commission can only urge that people use this service for very good reasons.

Just like the passport and citizenship service, a service provided to facilitate easy movement of nationals in foreign countries; the registration service is provided for easy contact of nationals in an event of emergency. Emergency of a personal nature, i.e. family members needing to contact a person or a national evacuation exercise in a belligerent situation where lives of a country’s nationals are at risk. 

This has happened before in Fiji during the historical military coups in that country. A national evacuation exercise was mounted and of all PNG Nationals that turned up for evacuation, it was reasonable that those on the High Commission’s register were prioritised for practical purposes related to easy identification etc. 

This is a service all PNG Diplomatic and Consular establishments are supposed to provide. It has not existed in the past and this is a corrective measure to rectify the situation. 

We live in uncertain times. The High Commission is obliged by duty to provide this service. The choice is yours to use it or not.

2. SECURITY OF INFORMATION
The High Commission shares some of your concerns about security of information. 

To that end, please be advised that the registration forms are posted on the Internet for purposes of expeditious accessibility to the forms. It is therefore required that those wishing to register, do so by post or means other than electronic. Once again, the choice is yours to register or not.

Thank you

Papua New Guinea High Commission

Wellington, New Zealand





